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PRIMARY VIDEO

Joint Agreement � NCTA &
NAB (March 1986)

 �Systems are not required to carry
signals contained in the vertical blanking
interval (VBI), e.g., teletext, or other
primary signal enhancements, e.g., multi-
channel sound.�  Letter dated February
26, 1986 From NAB to NCTA, p. 2, ¶ 10,
attached as Exhibit A to Joint Agreement
of NCTA & NAB.

Joint Agreement:  �[T]he
phrase �in their entirety� refers
to station�s primary video and
accompanying audio
transmissions.�  Joint
Agreement at 10, filed March
21, 1986, MM Docket No. 85-
349.

�Retransmission of material in the
vertical blanking interval or other
enhancements of the primary audio
and video signal (including multi-
channel sound, teletext, and
material carried on subcarriers) will
be left to the discretion of the cable
operator.�  Id.

Legislative History
Cable Television Consumer

Protection & Competition Act of
1992

�Subsection (b)(3)(A) requires that a
cable system retransmit in its
entirety the primary audio and video
signal and the closed captioning
transmission of each local
commercial television station
carried on the system, and, to the
extent technically feasible . . . any
program-related material
transmitted by the broadcaster on a
subcarrier or in the vertical blanking
interval.�  H.R. Rep. No. 102-628,
102nd Cong., 2d Sess. 1992, *92-93
(1992).

�Retransmission of other material
in the vertical blanking interval or
on subcarriers shall be within the
discretion of the operator.�
Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions, 102 Cong. 1st

Sess. 1991, 137 Cong. Rec. S 588-
89 (1991).

�The bill also includes the
agreement reached between the
public broadcasters and the cable
industry.�  137 Cong. Rec. at S 592.

1992 Act

�A cable operator shall carry in its
entirety, on the cable system of that
operator, the primary video,
accompanying audio, and line 21 closed
caption transmission of each of the local
commercial television stations carried on
the cable system, and to the extent
technically feasible, any program-related
material transmitted on the vertical
blanking interval or on subcarriers.�  47
U.S.C. § 534(b)(3)(A).

Retransmission of other material
in the vertical blanking interval or
other non-program related
material (including teletext and
other subscription and advertiser-
supported information services)
shall be at the discretion of the
cable operator.  Id.

1993 FCC Rules

�By �carriage in their entirety� we mean
that the cable system must carry the
primary video and accompanying
audio transmissions of all programs in
full, without deletion or alteration.�
Carriage of Television Broadcast
Signals by Cable Television Systems,
1 FCC Rcd. 864, ¶ 155 (1986).

�Retransmission of any ancillary
services in the vertical blanking
interval or aural baseband,
including but not limited to
multichannel television sound
and teletext, will be at the
discretion of the cable operator.�
Id.

�Each commercial broadcast television
station . . . shall include in its entirety
the primary video, accompanying
audio, and closed captioning data
contained in line 21 of the vertical
blanking interval.�   47 C.F.R. §
76.62(e).

February 26, 1986 Letter
From NAB to NCTA

Telecommunications Act of
1996

�[N]o ancillary or supplementary
service shall have any rights to
carriage under section 614 or
615. . . .�
47 U.S.C. § 336(b)(3).

1986 FCC Rules

�Lastly, the 1992 Act gives cable
operators discretion to carry any
other information in a station�s
VBI or subcarriers.�  Broadcast
Signal Carriage Issues, Report &
Order, 8 FCC Rcd. 2965, ¶ 80
(1993).

�With respect to carriage of digital
signals, operators are not
required to carry ancillary or
supplementary transmissions or
non-program related video
material.� 47 C.F.R.C. § 76.62(g).


